
Relyea, Lane. “Openings: Matthew Barney.” Artforum (September 1991) p. 124 [ill., cover] 
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1 Shepard (left) and Hergott in their home with 
(from left) Ben by Gillian Wearing and Rudolf 
Stingel’s Untitled 2012. 2 Opie’s Oliver & Mrs. 
Nibbles. 3 John Currin’s Two Guys hangs in the 
master bedroom. 4 Lari Pittman’s Once a Noun, 
Now a Verb #5 (one of his works auctioned for 
about $114,000 in 2015) and 5 Barney’s 
CREMASTER 2: The Book of Mormon (similar 
works have drawn $25,000 to $212,000 at 
auction) are among the MOCA donations.
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oldest pieces in their collection is 
a Robert Longo drawing of a man 
falling into another’s arms “in a 
sort of dance,” says Hergott. Once 
they set their course, though, they 
found skepticism. “People would 
say, ‘Oh, the gay collection,’ ” says 
Shepard. Adds Hergott, “There 
was suspicion about the serious-
ness of the intention and the 
quality of the undertaking.” In 
2015, their photo collection was 
the subject of its own exhibition, 
titled “He,” at the University of 
Michigan Museum of Art.

The couple’s sparsely decorated 

and opening up to an extraordi-
nary view,” says Maltzan. “I had to 
figure out a way to slow down the 
experience so that the art could 
take prominence.” The house, 
his first ground-up commission, 
helped establish Maltzan as one of 
the art world’s go-to architects. He 
later designed a temporary space 
in Queens for MoMA in 2002, built 
Regen Projects’ Hollywood space 
in 2012 and was hired by Michael 
Ovitz to build a 28,000-square-
foot museum-like residence for 
the former CAA and Disney chief.
(Recalls Hergott, “[Ovitz] and 

house — a 5,000-square-foot 
zinc and stucco contemporary 
off Coldwater Canyon, where 
they rotate what’s on their walls 
every 12 to 18months — was 
built to spotlight art. “We wanted 
[Maltzan] to be inspired by mini-
malist artists like Donald Judd 
and Carl Andre and Sol LeWitt, 
and we wanted it to function as 
a sculpture from every vantage 
point,” recalls Hergott. One of the 
architect’s surprising decisions 
was to limit the enviable views 
of the city. “Houses in the hills are 
very often all about walking in 
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