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Regen Projects is pleased to announce an exhibition of new works by Los Angeles artist James Welling.
This exhibition will present new photographs from the “Glass House” series and a video installation “Sun
Pavilion.” The “Glass House” photographs were taken over the course of three years (October 2006 to
October 2009) at the iconic Philip Johnson Glass House in New Canaan, Connecticut. The photographs of
the House (1949), the Lake Pavilion (1962), the Lincoln Kirstein sculpture (1985), and the Brick Guest
House (1949) were made with an array of color filters positioned in front of the lens of a digital camera.
The luminous and sublime “Glass House” photographs utilize color in bold and unexpected ways and
further the artist’s examination of light, color, and reflectivity and how these elements articulate
architectural form.

Using an experimental approach to the medium of photography, Welling investigates a variety of formal
and theoretical ideas of picture making.  His work is uncompromisingly radical and does not adhere to a
signature style. Appearance and illusion, the reality of the camera and the photographic print, what we see
or think we see, perception and how things are revealed photographically have always been in dialogue in
his work. “Glass House” epitomizes Welling’s investigation into photographic representation and
abstracted visual experience, and seamlessly combines these two disparate elements in one body of work.

Welling…draws the conceptual underpinnings of his art making from both post-minimal thinking
and photographic history, finding them fruitful complements to each other, rather than
contradictory opposites. His breadth of experiences and his precise vision result in a body of work
that is both a part of and apart from that of his contemporaries…the works appear to trace not a
linear, progressive development but a more complex exchange where key concerns are re-
conceived, where technologies are easily applied, mastered, put aside, and then revisited.
Welling…ventures along many paths…with an eye to what is possible. The flexibility of spirit is
borne out in the influences and historical considerations of his art making…He is keenly aware of
the history of photography.
(Sarah J. Rogers. “James Welling: Photographs 1974-1999” in James Welling: Photographs
1974-1999, published by the Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, 2000, p.69)

James Welling’s seminal work has been highly influential to an entire generation of younger artists.
Welling’s work has been the subject of exhibitions throughout Europe, the United States, and Canada.
Recent solo exhibitions include the Palais de Beaux-Arts, Brussels; Sprengel Museum Hanover, Germany;
Kunstmuseum Luzern, Switzerland; Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh. A retrospective exhibition of
Welling’s work was organized by the Wexner Center for the Arts in Columbus, Ohio in 2000 and traveled
to MOCA, Los Angeles. Welling’s 2008 exhibition at Regen Projects was named “Best Show at a
Commercial Gallery Nationally” by the International Association of Art Critics/USA.

An opening reception for James Welling will take place on Saturday, January 30, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.
For further information please contact Jennifer Loh, Heather Harmon, or Stacy Bengtson at (310) 276-
5424.


