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UNTITLED: Toba Khedoori pulls the viewer in with the comfort of a hearth,
but the methodical horizontal strokes surroundi ng it defy intimacy.
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confronts the epic

For the last decade, Toba Khedoori
has had a large presence on the interna-
tional drawing and painting scene, not
least because she works on a monumen-
tal scale. Her pleces typlcally measure
20 feet In width, sometimes more, the
slze amplified by the starkness of her
imagery — spare, vacant architectural
Spaces and structures such as railings,
doors, bridges, fences, walls. The physi-
cal presence of her work is bullt largely
on the visceral power of absence.

Khedoori's new paintings at Regen
Projects — her first solo show in LA
since a memorable 1997 exhibition at
the Museum of Contemporary Art — ex-
pand upon familiar territory for the art-
Ist, to mixed effect. In several of the six
paintings on paper, Khedoorl orches-

trates tension between affront and invi-
tation, barrier and window. In two of
them, she sheathes the surface in thick
strokes of waxed pigment, in one case
black and in the other a dirty white. In
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the center of each work, she has painted
rows of small but deep rectangular
openings, as if perforating the thick wall
with a geometric screen. The permeabil-
ity and luminosity as well as the illusion-
iIsm of the windows contrast dramati-
cally with the more process-oriented
reiteration of the paper's surface.
Another work 18, again, all black, but.
for a deftly rendered gleaming fire in a
fireplace, painted to scale, at eye level.
The comfort of the hearth pulls the eye
and body close, while the methodical
horizontal strokes covering the rest of
the painted surface defy such intimacy,
An untitied painting of clouds intro-
duces a note of romanticism. Another
painting, a vast white surface freckled

with black spots, looks like a celestial
panorama with values reversed. Bits of
grit, stray staples and hair embedded in
the waxy surfaces assert the raw physi-
cality of Khedoori’s materials and meth-
ods. The confrontations she has staged
between the mundane and epic are
graphically striking, but throughout, af-
fectation threatens to overwhelm effect.
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